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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ON the 16th of October, 1761, the Betſey, Capt. 
Cunningham, and the Leith Packet, Capt. Pit- 
cairn, from London for Leith, were wrecked between 

Dunbar and North-Berwick. All the perſons on 


board the former, to the number of ſeventeen, periſh- _ 


ed, excepting one man, who ſaved himſelf on a piece 
of the wreck. On board the latter, two men, two 
women, and a negro boy, were loſt; the reſt, about 
forty-two perſons, were ſaved, by clinging to the 
ſhrouds and the remaining parts of the ſhip, ſeveral 
hours, till the ſtorm abated, ſo that they could get 
| aſhore by the ebb. The country people, who flocked | 
thither in great numbers, were ſaid to have em- 
bezzled and carried off large parcels of the goods, 
notwithſtanding a party of Lord Aberdour's light 
horſe repaired to that place from Muſſelburgh, in 
order to guard them. Several ſearches were made, 
but to no purpoſe; and the Juſtices of Peace in 
that quarter, appointed a meeting of their number, 
at times and places ſpecified, to take precognitions, 
and iſſued warrants for ſummoning ſuch perſons as 
the ſufferers ſuſpected; but this had as little effect. 
Some time, however, afterwards, ſeveral parcels of 
the goods, to a conſiderable value, were found on 
the 
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the coaſt, and brought in to the proprietors at Edin- 
burgh ; molt of which appeared not to have been 
in any degree damaged by ſea-water : this circum- 


ſtance much increaſed the ſulpieion againſt che 
eee people. 


The late Sir David Dei of Hailes (Lord 


Hailes) was ſo much affected by the inhuman con- 
duct of his countrymen and neighbours to the above 
unfortunate ſufferers, that he compoſed the follow- 


ing Diſcourſe, which he cauſed to be printed, and 
diſtributed through moſt of the churches in Eaſt 


Lothian on the enſuing Sunday ; ; and it was gene- 


rally believed that the pathetic exhortations of this 


good man had more effect to procure a reſtitution 
of the plunder than all the legal meaſures which - 
were taken, 3 


As this piece is probably in few hands, and as 


every production of that learned and excellent 
Gentleman is of too much value to be allowed to 


fall into oblivion, it is now w republiſhed. 


The following Note was prefixed to the printed 
copy which was diſtributed: 


« Any reader who may be inclined to cenſure 
the ſtile and compoſition of the following Sermon, 
is intreated to remember, that it is a popular diſ- 
courle, wherein force of expreſſion is often more 
requiſite. than correQnels.” 


N 


* 


AN 


A SERMON, 


Witon MIGHT. HAVE buen PREACHED IN Easr 


Lorhtan, ON THE 2 5th or Ocropes 1761 I. 


Acts xxviii. 1, 2. And when they were ap- 
cd, then they knew that the iſland was cal- 
led MELiTa. And the barbarous people 
 Shewed us no little kindneſs ; for they kindled 
a fire, and received us every one, becauſe of 


the prof rain, and os of the cold. 


ROM the Gti e we learn, 
1 that the apoſtle Paul, and his compa- 
nions, ſuffered ſhipwreck in their voyage to 
Rome ; in the verſes now read, the coaſt 
on which this diſaſter happened, and the 
conduct of thoſe living on that coaſt, are 
_ deſcribed. 
When es were PI; they Inew that te 
iſland was called Melita. If there be aught 


which can add to the terrors of ſhipwreck, 


it is that of being ſhipwrecked on an un- 
known coaſt, among men of a ſtrange 
tongue, 
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tongue, and of ſavage manners, far from 
friends and countrymen, from thoſe who 
are united to us by the ties of nature, of 
ſociety, and of religion. After having 
been preſerved, by the providence of God, 
from the fury of the waves, to be expoſed N 
to the cruelty and depredations of ſelfiſh, 
bard-hearted, unfeeling creatures on ſhore, 


is indeed a wretched change of miſery 1 


is, to uſe the words of David, when in 
great frrait, not to fall into the bane. of God, 
whoſe mercies are great, but to you into the 
hand of man, 2 Sam. xxiv. 14. 
Such might have been the refleQions of 
the unhappy ſufferers in my text, when 
ſhipwrecked upon an unknown coaſt ; neither, 
indeed, could their fears be diſſipated by 
their learning that they had landed on the 
coaſt of Melita. That iſland, we know, 
Was a rocky barren ſpot, and ſeparated far 
from every civilized land; yet they did 
not long remain in chis ſtate of apprehen- 5 
ſion and uncertainty; for, as we are im- 
mediately told, the barbarous People Jhewed 

them no little 3 
This expreſſion, at firſt ſight, may ſeem 
to imply a contradiction: from humane 
and civilized men, ſuch, for inſtance, as - 
thoſe of our own country, no little kindneſs 
towards the unfortunate might have been 
expected; 
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expected; but that the ſame benignity, and 


eeagerneſs to ſerve and to relieve, ſhould 


have been ſhewed by barbarous people, ap- 
pears ſtrange. 
The words uſed by che ſacred hiſtorian, 
deſerve a more particular explanation, 
The Greeks, a proud and conceited people, 
were accuſtomed to term all men barbarous 
_ who differed from them in language, man- 
ners, and form of religious worſhip; and 
Luke, who writes in their language, has » 
adopted their phraſeology. 
But however barbarous the people of 

Melita may have been in name, their diſ- 
poſition and behaviour ele that they 
were men: They fhewwed no little kindneſs to 
Paul and his companions ; for they kindled 
a fire, and received them every one, becauſe 4 : 
the preſent rain, and becauſe of the cold. 
1 need ſcarcely inform you, that we are 
not to imagine that the good offices of thoſe 
poor, ſimple, well-meaning Pagans, conſiſted 
merely in kindling a few ſticks, or giving 
a momentary ſhelter to this trembling and 
forlorn multitude ; that circumitance, it is 
evident, was ſelected by the hiſtorian, on 
account of its connection with what is af- 
terwards related of the viper that fixed it- 
ſelf on the hand of Paul, ver. 3, 4+ 


And 
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And indeed we cannot, without impiety, 
ſuppoſe, that the ſacred author would have 
thus diſplayed the great Eindneſs of the 


people of Melita, if they had plundered 


the wreck, and deprived the ſhipwrecked 
men of that part of their worldly goods, 
which even the tempeſt had ſpared. 
Faving thus given you a plain view of 
the text, I propoſe to draw from it, 1/, 
An uſe of inſtruction, by diſplaying the con- 
duct of the people of Melita, as a model 
praiſe-worthy in itſelf, and deſerving your 
imitation ; and 2dly, An uſe of correction, 
by comparing it with the conduct of many I 
among us on a late awful oocaſion. Had 
you well confidered the former in the courſe 
of your meditations, the latter would have 
f been leſs neceſſary. 
My brethren, if you ſearch the ſcriptures 
without a view to your ſpiritual inſtruc- 
tion, all your ſearches are vain, and to you 
the word of God remains noching more 
than a dead and uninſtructive letter. If 
you peruſe the ſcriptures for amuſement 
only, as a cunningly deviſed ſtory, the tales 
of the poets, the frantic viſions of enthu- 
ſiaſts, and old women's fables, will be as uſe- 
ful to your ſouls, as the truths which the 
Spirit of God has recorded. for your ex- 
ample. 
Being 


Being indeed perſuaded that theſe things 
are ſo, you will attend to me with patience, 

While, from the behaviour of the people of 
Melita, I endeavour to convey inſtruction 
to your hearts. 

Theſe Pagans, on ſeeing the diſtreſs of 
the ſeafar ing men, flew to their aſliſtance, 
received them with all kindneſs, and reliev- 
ed them to the beſt of their abilities. And 


who were the men for whoſe ſake ſo much 


ſympathy and brotherly love was diſplay- 
ed? They were a mixed multitude of ma- 
riners, mercenary ſoldiers, and priſoners ; 
of priſoners, that is, real or ſuppoſed crimi- 
nals; ſtrangers all to the people of Melita, 
and many of them of a character nowiſe 


amiable. But humanity, like its merciful 


Author, is no reſpecter of perſons ; and 
there is ſomething ſacred in wretchedneſs, 
to which all but finners the moſt obdurate 


muſt approach with a certain filent reve- 


rence. Had the ſhipwrecked men been 
their friends and countrymen, with whom, 
peradventure, they had taken fweet counſel to- 
gelber, and gone up to the houſe of their gods, 
Pſalm. Iv. 14. their compaſhon for them 
could not have been greater, nor their zeal 

to relieve them more fervent. 
Poor blinded Pagans! they rally . 
that Paul was a murderer, v. 4. and they 
as 


\ 4 


— — —— — — —- —— yy — 1 en — m— 


6 e 


as raſhly concluded him to be a divinity, 


v. 6. yet though their notions of religion 


were dark, and their judgment of the ways 


of Providence vain, they had humanity ; E 


and would to God that they may never 


riſe up in Judgment againſt a more r : 


generation, Luke Ti. 31. | 
Your own conſciences, my brethren, 5 


already tell you, that I am approaching to 
that uſe of correction which I propoſed to 
draw from the words of my text.  Hearken | 

then, for I will deal plainly with you. 


Let me revive in your remembrance the 


terrors of that fatal morning, when two _ 
fair veſſels, fraught with precious merchan- 


dize, and conducted by your dear brethren _ 


and fellow-Chriſtians, were broken to pieces 
and periſhed 1 in your fight. One of theſe 


veſſels was in a moment overwhelmed, and 


all on board, in whoſe noſtrils was the breath 
of li ife, died; Gen. vii. 22. one only eſcaped 


to tell it ; Job. i. 19. As to the other, like 
the veſſel to which my text relates, the fore- 
part fluck faſt, and remained immoveable, but 


the hinder-part was broken with the violence 


_ of the waves, Acts xxvii. 41. Recal to your 


thoughts the ſtate of the mariners and paſ- 


ſengers in that hour of deſolation ; how 


ey clung to the ſhrowds, diſmayed and 
LO 
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helpleſs, crying every man unto | bis Cod, 
Jonah i. 5. Think how you ſaw ſo many 
ſouls hanging on the brink of eternity, and 
think, with gratitude to God, the alone de- 


” liverer, that moſt of them, (Oh! that I 


could ſay all!) when the waters retreated, 
came ſafe to land: they were delivered 
from deſtruction, and they were glad, for 
the Lord brought them out of their diſtreſs, 
Pſal. cvii. 28. 
„Ales true, that their own ſubſtance, the 
all of many of them, and the goods of va- 
rious proprietors, committed to the charge 


of the maſter, ſtill floated to and fro on the . 


deep; but there were hopes, and thoſe not 

unreaſonable, that the fea would render 
them up. 

Well might they Aatter themſelves chat 
che bitterneſs of their lot was paſt, and that 
they were now reſcued, as well from the 
dread of poverty as from the terrors of 


death. If the barbarous inhabiraat of 


Melita ſhewed no little kindneſs to ſtrangers, 
what mercy might have been looked for 
from Britons and Chriſtians, to their fellow- 
Britons and fellow-Chriſtians. 
But oh the dreadful night which follow- 
| r well may the ſharers of the guilt of 
that night cry out with Job, As for that 
night, let darkneſs Heine 9 it; let it not be 

| Joined 
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Joined unto the days of the year, let it not come 
into the-number of the months, Job iii. 6. Then 
it was that oppreſſion and unreſtrained li- 
cence were ſeen on our coaſts ; that robbery, 
aggravated robbery in the fight of God and 
man, walked abroad, and was not aſhamed. 


What was done on that night without con- 
troul, and in the enſuing days with more cau- 


tion and more refinement in wickedneſs, the 
conſciences of the guilty beſt know; and 

they may aſſure themſelves that it ſhall one 
day be revealed, with every circumſtance 

of unfeeling and obſtinate iniquity, in the 


1 preſence of the great God and his Indy 


angels. . 
To dwell on particulars would 15 ends 
leſs; let me only ſay, We all know who it 
was that intoxicated himſelf with ſtolen 
liquors, till he became as brutal in his out- 
ward appearance as in his hard heart, and, 
after a ſtupefaction of two days, awaked, 
by the mercy of God, in this world, not, 
as by his juſtice be might have done, in 
the place of torment. 
Ho do thele Chriſtians love one ano- 
„ ther!” was the exclamation of a Heathen, 
when he beheld the mutual affection of the 
diſciples of Feſus exerting itſelf in all the 
offices of charity: had the Heathen lived 
in our days, and beheld the crouds of ac- 
tive 
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tive perſons aſſembled about the wreck on 
our coaſts, he would have made the ſame 
exclamation, How do theſe Chriſtians 
love one another!“ Say, could you have 


born witneſs to the teſtimony of this Hea- 


then? Alas! there were many, very many 

there, who came not from love, but from 
| baſe avarice ; who were active, not in pre- 
ſerving, but in plundering ; the followers 
of that accurſed ſpirit, who goeth about 
ſeeking whom he may devour, not the diſ- 


1 ciples of the merciful Jeſus. 


It is ſaid that many in the country do 
not look upon the plundering of a wreck 
as ſinful. 
Let ſuch wretches, if ſuch there be, learn 
that they do not underſtand the nature of 
= They do not conſider that to be ſin 
which is prohibited by God, and is offen- 
ſive to his holy and pure nature, nor that 
which injures our fellow- creatures, nor that 
which the inward much-deſpiſed monitor 
every moment tells them to be ſin. No; 
they have more compendious doctrines con- 
cerning lin: they imagine, though they 
dare not tell their conſcience ſo, that to be 
fin, and that only, which earthly magiſtrates 
can eaſily diſcover, and human laws eatily 
puniſh. Thus it will be fin with them to 


rob upon the ſea, or upon the high-ways, 
97s B becauſe 
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becaufe they may meet with refiſtance, be 


apprehended, and brought to puniſhment. 
It is fanful, in their opinion, to ſteal a flock 

of ſheep, not becauſe of the eighth or of the 
tenth commandment, but becauſe every 
ſhepherd knoweth his own, and a diſcovery 


may bring them to ſhame ; ; 1o they term it, 


as if the ſhame conſiſted not in the meme : 
but in the corporal puniſhment, | 
But they who thus dread ſhame ſtand in 
little awe of damnation, and therefore they 
will ſteal their neighbour's graſs or corn, on 
which they beſtow the gentle name of ich- 
ing. To the ignorant they will ſell by falſe 
weights ; ; with the fimple they will uſe ſhort | 
meaſure; in the quality of the goods they 
fell, in accounting with their maſters, in 
Paying every public tax, they will deceive; 
and this is not ſtealing with them, no, nor 

| deceit; but only an advantage, which a poor 
man may take, whenever diſcovery becomes 
difficult. The ſame men, when they ſee a 
ſhip broken up by the violence of the 
waves, will crowd to ſhare in the ſpoil, and 
will divide it among them, as if they had 


gained it in lawful war from the enemies 


of their country; though they know that 
the goods belong to their fellow-ſubjects, 


they will be ignorant of it; though they 
tee them ſtanding alive before their eyes, 


ey 
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"oy will ſuppoſe that they are all over- 

! whelmed in the deep; though they obſerve 
marks on the bales of moſt value, they never 
once imagine that ſuch marks are there to 

indicate their owners; if any of thoſe who 
aſſiſt in recovering the goods from the ſea 

entruſt them to their care, they with to 

| perſuade themſelves that it is a gift; and 

at laſt, adding the moſt. ſhocking impiety | 
do the vileſt barbarity, they return rejoicing 

1, to their own homes, and call their rapine 
_ a God-ſend. 

VF thou then preſume to s the 
juſt God the aſſociate of thy villanies, thou 
daring blaſphemous ſinner ? And doſt thou 
think that he is altogether fuch'a one as thy- 
elf? Pal. 2 1. No; you cannot be ſo aban- 
doned; but by changing the name of your 
ations, you fondly hope to change their 
nature; and whenever confuſion or dark- 
neſs hide you from the eyes of man, or 
whenever the number of your aſſociates 
aſſiſt, as it were, in keeping you in coun- 

tenance, you then deceive, ſteal, rob, and 
plunder, and you ſay, I have not ſinned. 

Let me not argue with ſuch men from 
the holy ſcriptures ; that would be to caſt 
pearls before ſwine; but I will appeal to 
that one authority which they will not con- 


drovert, and that is felt. If any one of 
_ thole 
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thoſe hell- 3 n returning home 

intoxicated from a market, ſhould chance 
to drop his upper garment, and one of his 
fellows ſhould pick it up, lay hold of the 
advantage, and keep it as a God-ſend, ſay, 
would he be a thief? Out of thine own 
mouth will I condemn thee ! 
If a domeſtic fowl ſhould wander from the 
doors of one whoſe notions of wrong are 
ſo very circumſcribed, and his neighbour 
ſhould juſt take it up and carry it home, 
(1 uſe your own juſtifying phraſes) would 

not ſuch a one be a heinous thief? would 
not redreſs be demanded in the moſt clamo- 
Tous manner, and the offender obliged to 


pay to the utmoſt farthing? 


An upper garment, then, or a chicken, 
taken from any of yourſelves, is ſinful theft; 
but to waſte and plunder the ſubſtance of 
hundreds, to a greater value than what you 
would ſell for, (were there creatures like 
yourſelves found to buy you) is no tranſ- 
greſſion, no offence againſt the laws of your 
nw, and of him wes ſeeks to redeem 


ou. 


But 9 my 8 ſuch of yo 
as may have offended in this ſort will not 


bid defiance to the laws of God, and to the 
teſtimony of your own conſcience by aſlert- 
ng Jour: own integrity ; yet you may be 


apt 


e 
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apt to excuſe yourſelves by the laſt ſad pre- 
tence of a ſelf-condemning criminal: and 
you will ſay, That your fin is @ lille one; 
you put forth your hand and took Teng 
what of ſmall value, which the owner 
might well ſpare, and which has not en- 
: riched you. 


My brethren, in confeſſing guilt, though 


with deceitful and vain alleviations, you 
| ſhow that you are not yet hardened in ini- 
quity. Oh! let me endeavour to cheriſh 
_ this firſt appearance of life in you; let me 
awake your ſouls to contrition. 


What each of you may have carried 


away of goods, which were and ſtill are 
your neighbour's, your conſciences, and he 
who is greater than your conſciences, only 
know. But let me aſſure you, that by the 
means of you, and of ſuch as you, many 
induſtrious families have been reduced to 


indigence, and many more have ſuffered 


very ſenſible detriment. When the num- 


ber of thieves is great, what each in parti- 
cular ſteals will be leſs than if there were 


fewer hands at this moſt unrighteons and 


accurſed harveſt. But what, alas! is it to 


the unhappy ſufferer, whether you have 
divided his ſpoils among you, or whether 
one more ſucceſsful robber has — 
himſelf of it alone. 


But 
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But permit me to deſcend into particu- 
lars, for I would not leave any of you un- 
convinced; becauſe, unleſs convinced, your 
{piritual fate is beyond all power of ex- 
ren dreadful ! 
One woman, I am aſſured, oh that he | 
were here to liſten to this accuſation againſt 
her! carried off a number of pieces of coin; 
from the ſuperſcription and from the colour 
the believed them to be gold; but they 
were braſs, worthleſs braſs. She, you will 
acknowledge, contraced the guilt of ſteal- 
ing gold, becauſe her heart led. her to that, 
and ſhe thought ſhe had done it. Here 
you ſee one who has departed from the 
living God, and yet her covetouſneſs hath 
profited her nothing. Now, my brethren, 
are not you alſo under the like condemite 
tion? was it tenderneſs for the wants of 
your countrymen, and ſhall I call them your 
fellow-chriſtians, that made you ſteal by 
weight and by meaſure, with a ſparing 
hand, and with moderation in guilt? or 
was it becauſe you could get no more, that 
you took no more? was it your own mercy, 
or the rapacity of the partakers of your 
wickedneſs, which made your ſhare of the 
Tpoil ſo very ſmall ? 5 
Alas! my poor deluded brethren, your 
ſhare of the guilt is great, whatever may have 
been 


SERMON. 15 


been your ſhare of the ſpoil. Know that 
it was covetouſneſs which made you forget 


Le your duty to God and man, which ſtifled 


the voice of humanity in your boſoms, 
which made you tranſgreſs the covenant of 


the Lord, and work folly in Ijrael, Joſhua vii. 

„ 15. Was it the extent of Achans theft, 

thank: ye, which incenſed the Lord againſt 

his choſen people, and made them to turn 
their backs in the day of battle? Did God 
conſider the worth of the goodly Babyloniſh 


garment, or the value of the wedge of gold, 


or of the ſhekels of filver? No; Achan 
finned by diſobeying the command of God, 
in appropriating to his own uſe the ſpoils 
of the enemy, concerning which the Lord 
had faid, they ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. 
You alſo have finned in like ſort, and with 
this aggravation, that Achan took what 
Vould otherwiſe have periſhed ; you, what 
might have been reſtored to its righteous 
owner; he, from the enemies of his people; 


you, from your own countrymen ; he tranſ- 
greſſed a poſitive precept, you, precepts both 


poſitive and. moral, Many among you, I 


know, hate the very ſound of moral and mo- 


rality ; and no wonder; but I muſt cry 
aloud in your ears, that you have ſinned 


againſt the dictates of humanity, againſt 
the known laws of your country, which 
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you are bound to reverence and obey; 


againſt conſcience, that law in your hearts; 


againſt the repeated commands of God, 


pronounced as well in Feruſalem, as from 


mount Sinai, as well in the covenant of 
grace, as in the ordinances of Moſes ; and, 


if aught elſe can be added to this charge, 


againſt the law of love taught and perfected 
by the merciful Fe/us. 


You know what the Lord fake concern- 


ing the offence of Achau: Iſrael has ſinned, 
and they have alſo tranſgreſſed my covenant 
which I have commandea them, for they have 

taken of the accurſed thing, and have alſo flolen, 
and difſembled alſo, and they have put it even 
_ amongst their own fiuff, Joſhua vii. 1 1. 


They have foolen, diſſembled, and have put it 


even amongſt their own fluff! Hear the dread- 
ful puniſhment of this offence recorded in 
the 24th and 25th verſes of the ſame chap- 


ter. And Joſhua, and all Iſrael with him, 
took Achan, the ſon of Lerah, and the ſilver 
and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and 


His ſons and his daughters, and his oxen, and 
bis aſſes, and his sbeep, and his tent, and all 


that he had; and brought them into the valley 


of Achor. And Joſhua /aid, Why haſt thou 


troubled us? the Lord shall trouble thee this day; - 
and all Iſrael ſtoned him with ſtones, and burns 
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ed them with fire fer they had ſtoned them 
with ſtones. 
Lou will, perhaps, murmur in your own 
hearts and ſay, that the puniſhment was 
| ſevere, and that we hve under a more mer- 
ciful diſpenſation. Les, my unhappy bre- 
| thren, the puniſhment was indeed ſevere; 
but it was ſuch as the juſtice of God and - 
the bold diſobedience of the Traclites re- 
quired. We do live under a more merci- 
ful diſpenſation, for now every man ſhall 
ſuffer for his own tranſgreſſion, and every 
man ſhall die by his own fins ; but ſurely, 
if the ſoul be of more value than the body ; 
if it be worſe to be blotted out of the 
book of God, than to have no houſe in 
| Iſrael; if a momentary puniſhment is ex- 
ceeged; by ages of torment ; then as ſurely 
the vengeance denounced in the goſpel ex- 
ceeds that denounced by the law. 
Were I to leave you here, my brethren, 
ar having thus diſplayed in your pre- 
ſence the good deeds of the people of Melita, 
and the folly, the evil, and the - miſery of 
an oppolite conduct, eſpecially in our days, 
and in our merciful circumſtances; you 
might, perhaps, reap no benefit from all 
that I have delivered. As you chance to 
be differently affected, you might, during 
the evening, either praiſe or blame the 
C © Preacher; 


18 8 E RM O N. 


preacher; yet by the returning light, you 


might probably forget both him and his 
inſtructions, and your only remaining care 
might be to diſcover who it was that Ins; 
toxicated himſelf with ſtolen drink, or who 
it was that received, as the wages of ini- 
quity, braſs inſtead of gold. But 1 have 
ſomething more to ſay unto you : : hearken 
then, O hearken unto the voice of my ex- 


hortation. 


| Firſt, then, ye my 1 . 
Chriſtian brethren, whoſe eye pitied, and 
whoſe hand helped, ye who ſhewed no 


little kindneſs to your fellow- creatures, 


countrymen and chriſtians; in the name 


of your glorious Maſter I call you blefled : 


he has ſaid, Bleſſed are the N ul, for they 


all obtain mercy, Matth. v. 7. 


Hear the precious promiſes declared by 


the ſame meſſenger of good tidings, Matth. 


x. 42. Whoſoever, ſays our Lord, ſhall give 


10 drink unto one of theſe little ones a cup of 
cold water only, in the name of a diſciple, verily, 
T jay unto you, he ſhall in nowife loſe his re- 
ward. You ſee here a promiſe, that the 


meaneſt and the cheapeſt offices of huma- 


nity will be remembered by God ; and he 


is faithful who hath thus cromiled. But 


what 1 is {aid with reſpect to the proceed- 
. at the great day of judgment is ſtill 
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ly employed in the works of mercy, and 


who have relieved your poor brethren for 
Chriſt's ſake, know the paſſage well; but 
1 will repeat it in your hearing, that they 
who have no intereſt in ſuch promiſes may 
learn how far your hopes exceed theirs ; 
When the Son of man ſhall come in bis glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then ſhal! 
hie fit upon the throne of his glory. And be- 
ore him ſhall be gathered all nations; and be 
| ſhall ſeparate them one from another, as a be p- 
Herd divideth his sheep from the goats : and 
he «hall ſet the cheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on his teft. Then shall the King [ay 
 wnto them on his right hand, Come ye bleſſed of 


my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared Jo 


Jo from the foundation of "the world, For 1 

was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: Iwas 
thirſty, and ye gave me drin,: 1 was a ſtran- 
6 2 and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed. 
: 1 was fick, and e viſited ine: I was in 
jy fon and ye came unto me. Then ſhall the 


righteous anſwer him, ſaying, Lord, when ſaw 


we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirfly, 
and gave thee drink? When jaw we thee a 


ftranger, and took thee in? or naked, and cloth- 


ed thee? Or when ſaw we thee ſick, or in 
Priſon, and came unto thee ? And the King ſhall 


ayer and fay unto them, Verily I fay unto 


you, 


19 


more explicit. Vou who have been fo late- 
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vou, Inaſmuch as ye have done it unto the leaſt 


of theſe my brethren, ye have done it unto me, 
Matth. xxv. 31,—40., Thus will all as 
of charity and beneficence be remembered 
and rewarded by God in that day when 
he ſhall come to judge the quick and the 
dead; and of this reward, N ye, "wy 
brethren, will be partakers. . 

Suffer me, however, to lay before you 
ſome ſhort obſervations, which may be par- 


ticularly applicable to your caſe. 


And, ½, Let me recal to your memory 
that pleaſure which you felt when you 

were employed in aiding and relieving the 
afflicted. Herein you may be ſaid to have 
been partakers of the bleſſed temper. of 
him ho went about doing good, Acts x. 38. 
and whoſe meat it was to do the will of bim 
that ſent him, John xiv. 34. The pleaſure | 
that you then felt will often preſent itſelf 
to your minds, and ſtill with a new reliih ; 
it will accompany you through the dark 


valley of death, and it will, I truſt, be com- 


pleated in your ſouls in the eternal ſtate 


of love and felicity. Great indeed muſt 


the joys of true religion be, when the mo- 
mentary exerciſe of it in one ſingle parti- 


cular is attended with ſo much heart-felt 

ſatisfaction, and when the remembrance of 

it is o ſweet! 
adly, 
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24ly, Though great rewards are promiſed 


to us through Chrifl, when we perform 
particular duties with a willing heart, and 


with unfeigned charity, yet we muſt be- 


ware of miſtaking part of our duty for the 
wobole : we ought rather to reflect with awe 
and ſelf abaſement, that as much is pro- 
miſed to us, much will be required of us; 
and that God, who in his mercy remem- 
bered all our deeds of beneficence, will alſo 
execute juſtice on evil-doers. 


_ 3dly, Be humble; a ſhort but compre- 


henſide leſſon. You ſee how the bleſſed 
are repreſented as ſpeaking at the great 


day of retribution; Lord, when did we, Nc. 


as if they were ſcarcely conſcious of the 
nature of their acts of beneficence. If you 
have true humility, you will alſo have 
love, or Chriſtian charity ; you will not 
take up a reproach again! hour neighbour, 
Pſal. xv. 3. you will view their conduct in 
the molt favourable light; and when you 
cannot juſtify them, as muſt be your caſe 
with relation io the late inhuman plun- 
derers, you will endeavour to inſtruct and 
co convert them, and, if you have no Op- 
_ Portunity of doi —.— you will ſtill pray 


for their inſtruction 15 converſion. | 
Finally, Let me adjure you by the tender 


mercies'of God in Chriſt ; Feſus it ever the 


like 


like calamity of ſhipwreck ſhould happen 
on your coaſt, that you be careful to repeat 
thoſe offices of kindneſs and brotherly love, 
for which you are now extolled in the 


_ churches. Some of vou, I know, have 


raſhly declared, that as you. have been 
numbered with- evil-doers by the hard 
judgment of the public, you are reſolved, 
upon any future occaſion of the ſame kind, 
to keep at a diſtance from the ſufferers, and 
thereby avoid cenſure. My dear brethren, 
in this thing you have ſpoken unadviſed) 
With your lips. Grievous indeed it is for 


fleſh and blood to bear unmerited reproach ; 


but remember that your Chriſtian courſe 
is through evi! report as well as good, 2 Cor. 
vi. 8. they who cenſure you cannot de- 
prive you of the teſtimony of a good con- 

ſcience; and God, who ſeeth all things, 
will pronounce righteous judgment. Let 
me further admoniſh you, that if you be | 


weary in well-doing, you ſhall not reap in 


due ſeaſon, Gal. vi. g. and that if you deny 


your aſſiſtance to the wretched, from the 
dread of human cenſure, you will incur a 
cenſure infinitely more ſevere. But of this 


no more: for I mean to comfort you under 


unjuſt reproach, not to afflict your ſpirits. 


Next, I turn my diſcourſe to you—to 
you 200 have flolen and diſſembled, and put 
. i 
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i even amongut your oꝛvn n fff. Shall I read 
your ſentence alſo out of the word of God? 


Read it, all of you, in your conſciences, 


deeply engraven there, as with a pen of 
iron: Give glory then to the God of Iſrael, and. 


make confe ion unto him, and ſay with the 


wretched. criminal Achan, Indeed, I have 


 fenned againſt the Lord God of Iſrael, Joſhua, 


vii. 20. You have indeed grievouſſy ſin- 


ned; Repent, or ye muſt periſh. 
- Vow may perhaps, in the anguiſh of - 
your ſoul, cry out, Lord, I repent me of 
mine iniquity, Oh, Lord, do thou pardon : 
you may promiſe amendinent, and implore 


the divine grace to aid your feeble endea- 
vours. | 


But this will avail you 9 as long 


as your converſion is confined to the words, 
3 repent, T repent : this isa mocking of God, 
and it is a deluding of your own ſouls. f 
Without ResTITUTION of what you have 
plundered from your helpleſs brethren, all 
your pretences of amendment are vain : if 
you do not reſtore, you are not indeed ſen- 
ſible of your ſin; and if you are not ſen- 
ſible of your ſin, you will again offend in 
the ſame ſort, if ever, which God avert, 
the ſame opportunity ſhould preſent itſelf. 


I fear chat this doctrine of reſtitution 
will b. e a hard ſaying by many 
among 
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among you. In ſome caſes, indeed, it is 
impoſſible to make reſtitution. The mur- 
derer, for example, cannot by all his re- 


pentance, and by all his tears, recall to life 
his brother whom he has ſlain, But if it 


was in the murderer's power to reſtore his 
brother to life, think ye, that without ſo 
doing, his repentance would be accepted of 
God? ö 
You purpoſe, no doubt, by your vows of 
repentance, to lead a life of purity and juſ- 
tice in time to come. Alas, poor deluded 
creatures! you have ſtolen goods in your 
cuſtody ; they are not yours, and yet you 
uſe them as your own: every moment that 
you retain the ſmalleſt part of them in 
your poſſeſſion, you repeat that crime, the 
commiſſion of which our coaſts ſo lately 
: witneſſed, that very crime which you would 


now deplore in tears of contrition. 


Are you then to be gainers by your ini- 
quity? are you to enjoy a greater ſhare of 
worldly goods after your repentance, than 
you would have eee if you had not 
finned in that fort at all? | 7 
If one of your neighbours ſhould come 
unto you and ſay, My brother, I have 
* offended againſt thee, for I have ſtolen 
“from thee ſo and ſo, and lo, I have it 
* hid in my houſe, L pray thee now for- 
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„ give me; I hope you would anſwer, 
© I forgive thee, the Lord forgive: ſure 
Iam, you would fay, © Reſtore unto me 
that which thou haſt ſtolen.” If your 


neighbour ſhould refuſe to reſtore it, would 


you not term him a hardened reprobate, 


an inſolent offender? You yourſelves are 
what you deteſt in him; but with this 
difference, that as his conduct was to you, 
— is yours to the Great God of Heaven. 


Is this the repentance to which Chriſt 


came to call ſinners? If ſuch be your opi- 

nion of repentance, you will, perhaps, on 
the firſt Chriſtian Sabbath, array yourſelves 
in your beſt attire, you will come up to 


the houſe of the Lord, and worſhip before 


the God of your fathers : But in what at- 


tire, ye hypocrites ? Arrayed in the {ſpoils 
of your countrymen! _ 


If you will yet retain your angadly plun- 


der, hear what will befall you: It will imbit- 
ter every innocent enjoyment ; it will be a 


canker to devour the former fruits of your 


honeſt induſtry ; when the moth ſhall eat 


it, or the ruſt conſume it, or ſome thief, 
like yourſelves, break through and ſteal it, 


the remembrance of your tranſgreſſion ball 


wax more grievous, as the means of doing 


DN coat to thoſe whom you ſpoiled becomes 


more difficult; ; at length you ſhall die, 
D your 
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your evil works ſhall follow you into an 
eternal ſtate, and there you ſhall have your 
een with the unjuſt. 
Thus, with all plainneſs, have | ſpoken 


unto you. If you indeed mean to pacify 
your offended God, or to work out your 
own ſalvation through him who is able to 
ſave repenting ſinners, then let reſtitution be 
made by all of you, ſtrict, conſcientious, 
unlimited, and immediate reſtitution. 
But you may ſay, for covetouſneſs is 
ever ingenious in pretences, To whom 
ſhould we make reſtitution ? they whom 
we have wronged are unknown to us; muſt 
we come before the magiſtrates af the 
land and accuſe ourſelves? You ſee here, 
my brethren, into what ſtraits your ſins 
have inſenfibly led you. However, with- | 
out entering into any queſtions of caſuiſtry, 
the beſt advice I can give you is, that you 
make reſtitution in the hands of your paſtor, 
or of the graveſt and moſt prudent of your 


elders. But oh ! beware of partial imper- 
fect reſtitution ; ſearch your hearts, and ſee 


that no piece of leaven remain there; let re- 
ſtitution be made of the whole Wade or of 


their full value, as in the preſence of God 


_ the ſearcher of all hearts, . 
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| Need I inform you, that you muſt not 


ſettle accounts as it were with thoſe whom 
you have injured, nor detain even the 
ſmalleſt portion, under ſhew of your having 
been at expence or trouble in preſerving 
that which you ſtole. Were not the heart 
of man deceitful above all things, Jer. xvii. 9. 
. ſhould have ſpared this admonition. 


Let me conclude with cautioning you to 


avoid that ſnare into which many thieves, 
robbers, plunderers and oppreſſors have : 
fallen: Convinced of the evil of their ways, 
they have reſolved to make reparation, not 
by reſtoring their ungodly purchaſe, but 
by beſtowing ſome part of it on the poor: 
a tenth, for inſtance, of the fruits of their 
” oppreſſion yearly paid, they have conſider- 
ed as an ample atonement. Fools! as if 
Fe. they were juſt in paying tithes of other 
men's ſubſtance, or ſecure in laying a plan 
for a repentance not to be perfected in leſs 


than ten long years, they whoſe ſoundation is 
in the duſt which are nen 4 the moth ; 


Job iv. 19. 


Some of you here . may perhaps wm 


have hſtened with much attention to what 


I have been delivering, not becauſe it has 


touched their own ſtate, but becauſe it has, 


as they think, no relation to it. They who 
have not put forth their hand, nor ſtole, 
as may 
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may, like the proud, ſelf-ſatisfied, ſelf-de- 
ceiving Phariſee in ſcripture, pray thus 
doit hin themſelves, Go, I thank thee, that I am 
not as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt ; Luke 
xviii. 11. But do you know who it is that 


thus ſpeaks, and of whom theſe words are 


ſpoken? When thou ſaweſt a thief, then thou 
conſentedſi with him, Pal. 1. 18. It is God who 
- thus ſpeaks to the wicked. | 

Vou who were witneſſes to >the Jace 4 in- 

human depredations, who can point out 
| thoſe wicked perſons, and yet connive at 
their fin, who, by your ſilence, fuffer them 

to enjoy the fruits of it with all worldly 

ſecurity ; you are now ſharers in their 
guilt, and will one day partake of their | 


condemnation. 


But you will fay, * Muſt we chen become 
* informers?” My brethren, you deceive 
yourſelves by the miſ-uſe of words: he 


whoſe lot it is to be a ſpectator at the com- 


miſſion of ſuch grievous offences as thoſe 


of which I ſpeak, is not diſhonoured in re- 


vealing them ; but, in keeping filence, he 
becomes a confenter with thieves. The guilty 


may term you formers, but know, that in 
this you glorify God. 


„We ſhall get 11 ill from our neigh- 
TN bours“ you will ſay: and do you then 
dread the reproaches of men, as bad or 
worſe than yourſelves, more than the ven- 
geance 


SERMON. 


20 


: geance of God, denounced in che fifrierh 
wy | 


But © We may be brought into trouble: | 


. you call it, by attending courts of 
„ juſtice, and giving our evidence 5s: 


you then think it ſo great a trouble to bear | 


witneſs to the truth ?. 


All theſe are vain excuſes. by which 


you endeavour to deceive. yourſelves. Be- 
lieve me, or, if you will not believe me, be- 
lie ve your ow0n conſciences, and they will 
tell you, that it is becauſe you are not ſen- 
| fable of the enormity of a ſin, which Wen 
not perſonally affect yourſelves, that you 
thus keep filence, and permit the eier to 5 
triumph in his ſpoil | . 
Had you ſeen yourſelves 8 a 
ruined by that lawleſs multitude, yon 
_ would not then have ſcrupled to become: - 1 
informers; you would not have dreaded the 
ill-wwill of your neighbours, nor would you 
have ſpared trouble for their detection and 
puniſhment. It ſeems then, that notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated commands of your 
Lord and Saviour, you do not love your 
neighbour as yourſelves. | 


There is a third ſort of offenders, whom 


1 muſt not leave unrebuked; they are the 


men who, though they neither plundered 


the wreck, nor conſented with thieyes, yet 
are not innocent. 


For 
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For ther alſo who afliſted the unhappy | 
ſufferers, but at an exorbitant hire, and 
who took a moſt unchriſtian advantage of 


the neceſſities of their brethren, there is a 


condemnation written; they are extortioners, 
and as ſuch ſecluded from the fellowſhip 


of the faithful, 1. Cor. v. 11. I ſpeak this to 


awaken them to the thoughts of their ſpi- 


ritual danger : : to reſtitution I need not 


call them; for their offence is ſo cafily diſ- 


covered, and lies ſo open to the cognizance 


of human laws, that they have not ſo much 
as the poor hope of profiting in this vain 


tranſitory life by their ungodly gain. 


Thus, my brethren, having adapted my . 
Kifrourle to your various conditions, I leave 


you to your own meditations and to the 


= grace of God; To-day, if ye will bear bis 


voice, harden 7 your hearts, as in the hrovo- 
cation, and as in the day of temptation ; Pſal. 


$i . . Depart from evil, and, which is 


the true ſeripture· proof of the ſincerity of 


your repentance, Do that which is right, 
Now, to him who remembreth our frame, 


who knoweth that we are but duſt, who 


hath compaſſion upon us, who offereth for- 


giveneſs unto us all, for we all have ſinned; 


to God, Creator, Cs and ner 
by us, his weak, ſinful, humbled creatures, 
| be aſcribed all praiſe. Amen 1 62 
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